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SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY EDUCATION IN THE COMMUNITY 
Full-time education - school year 1981/82 
The changing age-structure of the population, resulting from fluctuations in birth 
rates in earlier years, continued to have its effect on the number of pupils and stu­
dents, of which the Community total fell by a further 125 thousand in 1981/82 and was 
then 1.85 million below the peak in 1976/77. 
The demographic trends observed in recent years in all Community countries except 
Ireland have been: 1) a decreasing number of children at the lower end of the school-
age range, where full-time education is compulsory, and 2) a growing number of young 
people aged towards the upper end of the range where, beyond a certain age (varying 
between countries), full-time education ceases to be compulsory. This increasing num­
ber of young people available has at the same time exhibited a tendancy to stay long­
er in full-time education than formerly, although the age-participation rates cannot 
be calculated with sufficient accuracy to show changes in the short-term. 
The outcome of these trends in 1981/82, compared with the previous year, were drops 
in numbers of 82,000, 707,000 and 180,000 pupils in preprimary; 1st level and 2nd level 
1st stage education and increases of 598,000 and 247,000 students in 2nd level 2nd 
stage and 3rd level respectively. Variations in this pattern were observed in indivi­
dual countries, in which the timing and extent of the demographic changes are dissi­
milar. Notably in Ireland there were increases at all levels. 
The demographic effects referred to above do not appear to apply to pupils and 
students of foreign nationality. Not all member states are yet able to provide sta­
tistics of foreign pupils and students; in nearly all cases where they are available 





1 Π 1984 
- 2 -
TABLES 
1. Pupils and students as a percentage of total population 
2. Pupils and students as a percentage of population aged 5 to 24 years 
3. Pupils and students by level of education 
4. Girls per 100 boys at each level 
5. Enrolment rates by sex 
6. Numbers of pupils and students 
7. Numbers of foreign pupils and students 
8. Foreign pupils and students as a percentage of all pupils and students. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES 
For general explanatory notes see "EDUCATION AND TRAINING", EUROSTAT 1980. 
LUXEMBOURG 
Statistics of education published by EUROSTAT in the past have included for 
Luxembourg the Luxembourgish students pursuing their studies abroad, these 
students also being counted in the countries where they studied. In this 
bulletin only students studying within the territory of the country are 
included, as in the case with all other Member States. This change of prac-
tice accounts for the apparent reduction in the number of students at the 
higher levels in Luxembourg in comparison with earlier publications. The 
small number of 3rd level students in Luxembourg is due to the absence of 
a conventional university in the country, the inhabitants pursuing their 
studies elsewhere. The latter numbered 1,461 (including 430 women) in 1970/71 
and 2,372 (including 837 women) in 1981/82. 
SYMBOLS 
= not available 
* = estimated by EUROSTAT 













1 . P U P I L S AND STUDENTS AS A PERCENTAGE OK TOTAL POPULATION 
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2. PUPILS AND STUDENTS AS A PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION AGED 5 TO 24 YEARS 
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4 . GIRLS PER 1 0 0 BOYS AT EACH LEVEL 
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(1) Including luxembourgish students abroad in 1974/75 











« . NUMBERS OF PUPILS AND STUDENTS X 1000 
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(1) Preprimary excluded (2) Preprimary included in 1st level 
